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Prayers are now over, and our host returns with his
retinue. Supper is spread with a copiousness unknown
to the parsimonious Greek or even the more hospitable
Armenian; and were the dishes a trifle less greasy, they
would for the most part, though simple, be not unpalat-
able. Besides, pure air and a hard day's exercise have
doubtless rendered us less fastidious than, it may be, we
had imagined ourselves to be, and quantity, of which
there is no scant, makes up for rustic deficiencies in
quality. Conversation is resumed ; and some chance
remark on the date inscribed under a recess gaily painted
in blue and red with an Arabic writing in its vicinity,
brings in a new and copious topic of Eastern talk. For
the niche indicates the < Kibleh/ i.e. the direction of the
Meccan * Ka'abeh/ the centre of the Mahometan world ;
and hitherward, when want of leisure or other causes
keep them away from the mosque, the faces of the
household are turned many times a day in their private
devotions. No Muslim house-interior is without this
religious sign-post; indeed, the principal rooms are often
constructed so that one side of the apartment may
exactly face the proper direction. A workman, who, in
an ordinary way, cannot be got to make two windows
on a line in the same length of wall, or make level the-
floor of a room ten feet square, never fails to direct the
* Kibleh; niche with unerring exactness, and to find to
a hair's-breadth the precise angle of the radius that
points to Mecca. What love is to the world at large,
that is Islam to the Eastern; it renders him architect,
poet, metaphysician, carver, decorator, soldier, anything.
Taught by Islam, men who even in the long-drilled
regiment can never dress a line or form a square with
tolerable correctness, range themselves in the most per-
fect rank and file at the hour of prayer; and clumsy
peasants, very Hodges and Dobsons for awkwardness in